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Acreage of Tomatoes, Corn and Snap Beans for Canning 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics under date of July 
19, issued a report which gives the 1929 acreage of tomatoes, 
sweet corn, and snap beans for canning, as compared with the 
five previous years. The preliminary acreage for tomatoes in 
1929 indicates an increase of 11 per cent over that planted in 
1928. This is about the same as the five-year average. For 
sweet corn there is indicated an increase of 9 per cent over that 
planted in 1928, which is about 4 per cent larger than the five- 
year average; for snap beans, an increase of 20 per cent over 
that in 1928, which is about 50 per cent greater than the five- 
year average. The following tables show the preliminary acre- 
age for the three commodities for 1929, together with the acreage 
for 1926, 1927 and 1928. 
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Acreage 
Preliminary 
1926 1927 1928 1920 
Acres Acres Acres Acres 
Sweet Corn 
3,000 8,500 4,060 5,900 
54,280 39,050 34.880 58,720 
50,380 17,010 27,390 27,300 
50,480 26,750 39,860 45,450 
14,650 4,260 10,770 15,450 
93,850 27,500 30,800 
11,080 9,400 8,930 4.220 
24,450 18,500 25,300 35,220 
6,970 4,000 5.470 5.70 
1,050 740 1,110 1,410 
27,420 20,200 27,000 25,020 
26,340 18,730 27,010 27,350 
4,840 2,800 5,600 3,970 
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Weather Conditions 

Rainfall during the week ended July 17 was mostly of a 
local character and light to moderate in amount, but at the 
same time showers were rather frequent in some sections, 
especially in much of the Ohio Valley, according to the Weather 
Bureau. Early in the week good rains occurred in parts of the 
far Southwest, including extreme western Texas and sections 
of New Mexico and Arizona, and at the same time locally heavy 
showers were reported in the southern Plains area, and later in 
the Northwest and upper Mississippi Valley. Early in the 
period there was a reaction to considerably warmer weather in 
the far Northwest, and about the middle of the week higher tem- 
peratures prevailed in the interior, but the latter part was 
cooler in Central and Northern states east of the Great Plains. 
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The weekly rainfall was moderate to rather heavy in most 
places from Tennessee and the southern Applachian Mountains 
northward; also in parts of the upper Mississippi Valley and 
locally in the Great Plains. Most of the latter area, however, 
had light rainfall, and the amounts were scanty to only moderate 
elsewhere, except in parts of the far Southwest. West of the 
Rocky Mountains the week was practically rainless. 


Showers brought some relief to limited areas of the dry 
Northwest, especially in South Dakota, but the most of this sec- 
tion had little or no rain and unfavorable droughty conditions 
continued particularly in much of North Dakota, Montana, and 
the central and northern Rocky Mountain states. In the upper 
Mississippi Valley well-distributed rains in substantial amounts 
occurred and the cooler weather the latter part of the week was 
favorable for spring oats, while good growing weather prevailed 
from the Ohio Valley northward, except in some central valley 
sections, where additional rains were unfavorable, especially on 
lowlands. 


In the middle and north Atlantic areas conditions were 
fairly favorable on the whole, but grass lands and many culti- 
vated crops need rain locally, though temperature conditions 
were mostly favorable. Throughout the South the week was 
generally favorable, except for too much rain locally in At- 
lantic sections, and a need of moisture on some uplands in 
~ east Gulf area and in northern Louisiana and southern Ar- 

nsas. 


Practically no rain occurred in Oklahoma and the northern 
half of Texas, which, with favorable temperatures and abundant 
sunshine, made a good growing week in this area. Showers 
were helpful in the far Southwest, but more rain is needed in 


a great many places, while ranges are becoming very dry in most 
of the Great Basin. 


Rates on Canned Food Shipments Between Pacific Coast and 
Interior Northwestern Points 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has issued an order 
(I. & S. Docket 3020) finding that the proposed schedules of 
rates on canned goods in carloads between San Francisco and 
points grouped therewith, Portland, Ore., Takoma and Seattle 
on the one hand, and points in interior Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho and Montana on the other hand, are justified with certain 
exceptions. The Commisssion orders the proposed schedules to 
be cancelled without prejudice and the filing of new schedules 
in accordance with the findings of the Commission. 
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Truck Crop Prospects 

A report of the Truck Crop Section of the U. S. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics for July 15 makes the following com- 
ments respecting various crops: 

Cucumbers.—The preliminary estimate on acreage of the 
late crop in New York represents a 10 per cent increase com- 
pared with the acreage grown in 1928. 

Snap beans.—The intended acreage of beans grown for har- 
vest in the fall of 1929 in the six states of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and Virginia appears to 
be about 2 per cent larger than the acreage for the same states 
in the fall of 1928. 


Celery.—Intended acreage of celery in the Delta District 
of California for the season of 1929-30 appears to be 7 per cent 
larger than the acreage grown in 1928-29. 


Condition of Truck Crops on July 1 
The condition of specified truck crops in various states on 
July 1, 1929, as compared with the previous year, is shown in 
the following table compiled from the July 10 crop report of the 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics: 


CavLirLowen 


California 
Delaware 
Maryland 


California 
Louisiana 


Tomators 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Delaware 
Georgia 
Illinois 
Indiana 
lowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maryland 


New Jersey 
New York 


July 1 July 1 
1929 1928 1920s 1088 
North Carolina... 98 15 Perrens 
Tennessee 90 100 
Cannots 
80 Ohio: 
3 as Washington Co. .......... 85 
North Carolina ............. @ 72 
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Business Conditions 

The volume of money turnover during the week ended July 
13, as indicated by check payments, was lower than in either 
the preceding week or corresponding week of 1928, according 
to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. 

The general level of wholesale prices showed a fractional 
decline from the preceding week and was more than 1 per cent 
lower than a year ago. Loans and discounts of Federal reserve 
member banks showed practically no change from the pre- 
ceding week, but were higher than at this time last year. In- 
terest rates on time loans showed no change from the previous 
week while call loan rates showed a decline. Interest rates on 
both time and call funds were higher than a year ago. Business 
failures were more numerous than in the preceding week but 
showed a decline from the corresponding period of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous L. C. L. 
Week ended July 6 " 360,662 224,904 $23,866 
Preceding week 095, 260,617 908,761 
Corresponding week, 1027 221,508 202,805 
Corresponding week, 220,413 200,176 


Truck Crop Markets 


The week's shipments of apples from Western states were 
only 10 cars because of the lateness of the season. Movement 
of apples from eastern and central producing states during the 
week ended July 13 increased to 455 cars, according to the U. 8. 
Market News Service. 


Shipments of cucumbers were becoming very active in 
Maryland and Delaware, total forwardings from all shipping 
states being 345 cars. Only 160 carloads of cabbage moved, 
chiefly from Ohio, Virginia and Iowa. Output of celery increased 
from southern California and Michigan, each of these sections 
shipping 75 cars. Cherry movement increased to 315 cars, 
mainly Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Utah fruit. Grape ship- 
ments were gaining; California forwarded 145 cars, Arizona 
began with 40, and Texas shipped 15. Only 60 carloads of 
California pears moved, as against 1,060 during the same week 
last season. Green pea shipments from Washington increased 
to 120 cars, Idaho marketed 25, and New York State 65 cars. 
Output of California plums and prunes increased to 170 cars, 
but was only half that of a year ago. Combined forwardings of 
30 fruits and vegetables increased slightly to 23,800 cars, or 
4,000 less than for the same week in 1928. 
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Shipments of Georgia peaches increased to 1,265 cars for 
the week, but were less than half as heavy as a year ago. Local 
estimates indicate that only about 5,000 or 5,500 cars will be 
moved from Georgia this season, and the shipments will soon 
be ended. North Carolina gained during the week and shipped 
160 cars; South Carolina was credited with 50 and Texas with 
160 cars. 

Tomato markets were generally firm, though shipments held 
around 1,135 cars for the seven-day period. Tennessee had de- 
creased slightly to 625 cars, while Maryland East Shore in- 
creased to 95 and Virginia to 130 cars. Arkansas and Texas 
shipped around 80 cars each. Tomato acreage in 15 late states 
together is increased about 14 per cent over the plantings of last 
season, chiefly because of a 50 per cent increase in northern 


California. 
CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


July June so July Totalthis Totallast Total 

Commodity 7-18 July 6 senson to seasonto last 
1928 July 13 July 14 season 
157 332 150 22,105 17,416 38,706 
2,233 S130 2,823 16,741 19,151 28,072 
166 65 4i 5.171 7,500 
a17 47 1,788 2.933 2,671 
204 506 5.852 5,308 7,408 
GOON 145 212 3.487 4,658 
Mixed vegetables ........ 450 soo 20,742 21,526 33,372 
Mixed deciduous fruit ... 177 436 1,540 6,400 
1,077 ou 5.403 5.001 7.210 57,606 
67 3,202 2.538 3,569 
Piums and prunes ........ 1a9 109 ant 1,203 2,721 7,205 
jo 70 2 6.029 5.077 6,707 
1,185 1.264 20,105 19,472 80,357 


Wholesale and Retail Prices in June 


A slight reaction from the recent downward trend of whole- 
sale prices is shown by information for June collected in repre- 
sentative markets by the U. 8S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
bureau's weighted index number stands at 96.4 for June com- 
pared with 95.8 for May, an increase of more than one-half of 
one per cent. Compared with June, 1928, however, with an in- 
dex number of 97.6, a decrease of one and one-quarter per cent 
is shown. Based on these figures the purchasing power of the 
dollar in June, 1929, was 103.7 compared with 100 in the year 
1926. 

The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for June 
15, 1929, an increase of about 1 per cent since May 15, 1929; 
an increase of a little less than one and one-half per cent since 
June 15, 1928. From May 15, 1929, to June 15, 1929 the average 
price of canned tomatoes increased 2 per cent and canned red 
salmon, less than five-tenths of one per cent. Canned corn and 
canned peas decreased 1 per cent, while evaporated milk and 
baked beans showed no change in their average price. 
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Farm Prices 
The general level of prices received by farmers on June 15, 
at 135 per cent of pre-war prices, was one point lower than on 
May 15 and ten points lower than on June 15 a year ago. Since 
June 15 there has been a marked recovery in grain prices, par- 
ticularly on wheat and rye. The general level of farm prices 
at the middle of July is higher than on June 15, and is likely to 
remain so during the next two months. 


Employment in June 

Employment decreased 0.3 per cent in June, 1929, as com- 
pared with May, and payroll totals decreased 1.9 per cent, ac- 
cording to a preliminary report from the U. S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. This report is based upon returns from 31,404 es- 
tablishments having in June 5,031,258 employees whose com- 
bined earnings in one week were $137,535,127. The industrial 
groups included were manufacturing, mining, quarrying, public 
utilities, trade, hotels and canning and preserving. The level of 
employment in manufacturing industries in June, 1929, was 6.1 
per cent higher than in June, 1928, and employees’ earnings 
were 9.1 per cent greater. 


Methods Used in Applying Fertilizers 

So important is the method followed in applying fertilizers 
to some crops, particularly peas and beans, that success or fail- 
ure will depend very largely upon the method used, according to 
C. B. Sayre, horticulturist at the New York Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station at Geneva, who is conducting numerous tests 
with fertilizers for canning crops. Mr. Sayre plans to demon- 
strate the proper method of applying commercial fertilizer to 
these important canning crops in an exhibit at the New York 
State Fair next month. 

“The beneficial effects of fertilizers may be entirely lost by 
injuring the plant through improper application, particularly 
with respect to peas and beans,” says Mr. Sayre. “Fertilizers 
applied directly in the drill with the seed will reduce germina- 
tion to such an extent, particularly in a dry season, that a very 
marked reduction in yield will follow. The proper procedure 
is either to drill in the fertilizer in advance of seeding or to 
broadcast it so that it does not come into direct contact with 
the seed.” 

A demonstration of the right and wrong way to apply ferti- 
lizer to beans will be a feature of the exhibit and other phases 
of the canning crops work will be included, notably the results 
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of fertilizer tests with tomatoes. These results are quite strik- 
ing and will be of considerable interest to tomato growers in 
general. 


1929 Pea Pack at Bordeaux 


The American consul at Bordeaux reports that in spite of 
an adverse start due to damage of first plantings by frost, the 
crop of “petits pois” in the Bordeaux region this season has been 
about average as to quantity according to opinions of local packers 
consulted. 


The dozen or more factories which pack peas in the Bor- 
deaux region have obtained supplies in about the usual quan- 
tities as compared with recent years. 

Due to pessimistic forecasts at the opening of the season, 
planters demanded exceptionally high prices for their peas and 
for a few of the earliest sales obtained as much as $12.50 per 100 
kilos (approximately 5'% cents per pound) f. o. b. factory, for 
peas in the shell, a large increase as compared with first prices 
last year. Later the rate fell to $9.00 (approximately 4 cents 
per pound), to be followed by still lower prices, but it is not 
expected that the average for the entire season will be as low 


as the average of last year, approximately 3 cents per pound. 


Mexican West Coast Vegetable Shipments 

Total shipments of Mexican West Coast vegetables to the 
United States through the border port of Nogales, Sonora, dur- 
ing the 1928-29 season amounted to 105,165,000 pounds, or 5,239 
carloads, as compared to 110,707,000 pounds, or 5,280 carloads 
in 1927-28, according to statistics received in the Foreign Ser- 
vice of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics from the Ameri- 
can Consul at Nogales, the Department of Agriculture stated on 
July 15. While the total shipments to the United States for the 
season are smaller than those of 1927-28, it is surprising, con- 
sidering the circumstances, that the decline was not much 
greater, according to the consul. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 
Cold storage temperatures.—Shippers of fruit and vege- 
tables, commission dealers and cold storage warehousemen will 
find valuable information in Department Bulletin 1133-D, “The 
Freezing Temperatures of Some Fruits, Vegetables, and Cut 
Flowers,” just published by the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, and obtainable on application. 


